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To: Director, Natio1'al Park Sel"Vicl: -~

Assisl~nt Secretary for Fish (jnd W~ldlife. and4~From:

Manatee Const=lVationSubjcct~

A~ you know. manatee n1ort3.Lity due to boating activitiGs and otbeT l;a1lSe!' in FJoTida
,emajn!; a concern" r apprecjaLe vcry nl1Jch yOU1: per~ot1al auention to this matter over
recent w~eks. r r;olnmend DcpuLy Director Randy Jones for his quic]< actjon in response
to my l"cquest for information on this l11Ettter. As we have pl"cviously disc1.1SSed, I ask lhat
yOLl ialcc the following m~asul"es jn1mcdjate!y:

I. ' Review and ~tre\)gthen protections for manatees in General ManageTrJent Plans

currcnLly unde1- l-~visj~)ll or about to he revised at Biscaync, Evcrgtades, and Big Cypl,"ess
'Natil:>naI Pal"k.B.

2. R.:.'Vjew t1)C ~dequacy of, and revisc. ifnccessary. watercraft rcgularions at the
ahov'c-namcd parks,

3. EnsIJre that within a.]! 'N'ationaJ Park$ in Flqrida slow sp~cd and caution signs arc
po~ted witllin ;'111 navigable ch3rulel.~ i:1nd near boat ~lip5 wherc rnanatccs are known to

congregatc.

4. Whe.rc necessary, propose ncw ~pecd restrictjons and no-wa](e -z:oncs or non-
c~)mbusti(1T1 cngine zones to .rcduce tbc pTubabillty of vessel c;:ollisiollS or disiurbance~
Where I1CCe.~saly, e.xpand existing no-wake zones in tllC Parl~s.

5. Pr(,)poSC munatce protccLjon allcl hubitat site rcquiremcnt:) for i],cluslon in the Joint
Fisherics Management Plan for Biscaync National ParI\ which is now lJrJder development
wiLh ;tbe Stale of Flolida.

6. ParLjcipatc in .3t.atcwidc ~ynoptir; mi\natec surveys this winter. COndLIct
c:oopel-utivc monitoring wit}) the Fish and WildJife Scrvicc and the Stat~ of FIolida
jncJ,,~ding aerial arid bol:lt $UI'VC)'S for mi\nutees 1hi~ winrcr-

7. Jn~tjtllte ~trict cnfo).c~n)CJnt of no-wakc, speed Iinlit, and no-motor zones within
the NationaJ Pa1'ks in Florida.



2.

8- : Ensure th~t all NPS en1p]oyecs in Florida opelai]ng boats as pB.t"l oftheiT officiaJ
dLlrje.s att~nd aDd pass the DOI-NPS Motoroboat Qpperlaor Ccritificat:ion Training

Cour'se.

ThaTIlcs to the efforts ofNPS personllel i~1 Florlda...current as.~essrnents i.ndicatc th~t
populatjon LTcnds ~tre stab1e at Cape Ccmaveral NP, Everglades NP, alid Big Cypres~ N'P
and actually increasing at Timuctlan Historical PBrk and Ecological Preservt!. -rhe
u1casureS outlined above wl1l help maintain th~5e positivc trcnds a!ld contrIbute to the
c~)nservatiOl) ofnlalla~e.1i beyond tl,e boW'ldaries ofthc Par]cs.


